Presently the family Neisseriaceae contains genera which have contrasting characteristics. There are genera whose organisms are either aerobic or anaerobic and exhibit great differences in terminal-respiration mechanisms, biochemical pathways, attack on substrates, and genetic makeup. In order to group similar organisms together, it is here proposed that Veillonella Pr6vot 1933 and Acidaminococcus Rogosa 1969 be transferred from Neisseriaceae Prdvot 1933 to Veillonellaceae fam. nov. It is also proposed that the recently described and named genus Megasphaera Rogosa 1971 be placed in Veillonellaceae. This arrangement takes advantage of the remarkable general scientific progress since 1933 and effects a more reasonable placement of the gramnegative, aerobic cocci in Neisseriaceae and of the gram-negative, anaerobic cocci in Veillonellaceae.
The family Neisseriaceae was named by Prdvot (9) on p. 100 as Neisseriacies (nouv. fam.) and was described on p. 119 as follows:
"Position dans la systematique.-Avec le genre Neisseria TREVISAN, il [ Veillonella] forme la nouvelle famille des Neisseriacdes, ou Cocci Gram-ndgatifs, que nous subdivision en deux tribus: Neisseriacdes (n. fam.) Neisserides : genre unique Neisseria. Veillonelle'es: genre unique Veillonella. " This is the extent of the description of the family Neisseriaceae, although from the context it is clear that one of the genera in this family, Veillonella, is anaerobic. Although Neisseriaceae was revised by Murray and Branham (8) and by Branham, Pelczar, and Murray (3) who added some detail, Veillonella has remained in the family Neisseriaceae since the original Prdvot publication in 1933.
Besides Veillonella, other recently studied gram-negative cocci such as Acidarninococcus (12) and Megasphaera (13) present a problem because they, too, are anaerobic. Previously, Acidaminococcus had been placed in Neisseriaceae by Rogosa (12) . Megasphaera has not yet been allocated to any family (1 3).
Recently Catlin (4) ably summarized the genetic and other evidence showing the distinctness of Neisseria catawhalis from the type species and other species of Neisseria and proposed the transfer of N. catarrhalis to a new genus, Branhamella (type species: Branhamella catarrhalis within Neisseriaceae). The so-called "false neisserias" (branhamellas and acinet obacters) and/or "moraxellas" historically have been in a confused status; very similar organisms have been given names spreading through diverse genera and families ( 1, 2, 18).
Baumann et al. (1 , 2) have comprehensively studied and described such organisms under the names Moraxella (for the oxidase-positive strains) and Acinetobacter (for the oxidasenegative strains). However, they were not concerned with the position of these genera in higher taxa such as families, and they offered no discussion or opinions in this regard.
There seems to be some agreement (1, 18) Gutierrez et al. 1959 .
Descriptions of genus, type species, and type strain up-dated by Rogosa (13) .
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